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In defense of print

Editor’s note: Welcome to the first edition of the revised JPA newsletter. We chose the name
Print Matters because we fervently believe that it does. We will be covering topics pertinent
to this issue in the coming months, so please stay tuned.

Most people think that reading information online vs. reading printed materials is better
for the environment. However, that is not a safe assumption.

In reality, both means of producing information utilize the earth’s resources. Deter-
mining which method is better for the environment is a highly complex, scientific affair
that involves weighing a ton of factors that go into each process. Both processes can be
analyzed from manufacture to distribution to use and disposal, taking into account the
use of energy, water and natural resources along the way. There are factors involved that
you might not have even considered, like how long you read, the type of energy you use
in your home, and even how much gas you use when you drive to the store to purchase
reading materials.

Obviously, we don’t have the space for that type of analysis here. To be quite honest,
the purpose of this article is to give you some good information you can use to refute the
prevailing notion that printed materials are far worse for the environment than informa-
tion that is read online.

1. Let’s start with the trees. People love to claim “you’re killing all the trees,” but let’s
look at the facts. In Europe and North America, trees are grown on tree farms — paper
manufacturers are not destroying large swaths of wilderness. For every tree that is
harvested in a managed forest, several more are planted. Consider these stats:

e There are 12 million more acres of U.S. forest land than 20 years ago; and

e Four million trees are planted every day in the U.S.; 1.7 million of these by the

wood and paper industries.

* Nearly 60 percent of paper used in the U.S. was recovered for recycling in 2008.
2. Now let’s look at computers. And we’ll admit from the start that computers are used
in the process of making printed materials. However, the arguments below are valid in an
arena where folks are arguing that Web-based reading has no impact on the environment.

As noted above, paper is a renewable resource, whereas many of the materials used to
make computers are scarce, not to mention hazardous. And look at these numbers:

* 63 million computers were disposed of in 2005, generating 3 billion pounds
of e-waste;
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Simple steps you can take

e Reduce your margins from
1.25 to 0.75. This saves 4.75
percent of the page, or about
1.14 trees per ton of paper. (New
Page Corp./Washington Post)

Turn off your computer.
Seventy percent of computer
energy usage occurs outside
of office hours. (New Page
Corp./DssW [UK company])

Unplug your appliances.
Seventy-five percent of the
electricity used in homes is
used to power electronics that
are off. (New Page Corp./U.S.
Department of Energy)

A 2009 SWEDISH STUDY
SHOWED THAT THE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
WAS THE SAME WHEN
READING A NEWSPAPER
FOR 30 MINUTES ONLINE
VS. READING A PRINTED
EDITION.
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e Less than 20 percent of electronic
items are recycled;

» Electronic waste represents 25
percent of the total waste in the
U.S.; and

e Seventy percent of the toxic
waste in U.S. landfills is from
electronic waste.

One of the problems with computers
is that they are a complex waste prod-
uct with not enough value to support
responsible recycling. A good deal of
computer waste is shipped to foreign
countries with lax standards,
so the waste ends up having
a horrible impact on human
health and the environment.

3. And what about energy
use? Yes, a lot of energy is
used to produce paper. But
let it be noted that 56 per-
cent of the fuel the industry
uses comes from wood
waste, whereas 90 percent
of the power used by the
electronics industry comes
straight off the grid.

Further, the annual
growth of energy consump-
tion at U.S. Web data centers is 24
percent. Internet use has exploded,
and the data centers (so-called “server
farms”) that support this system use
massive amounts of energy. From
2000 to 2005, electricity use by data
centers doubled, and of course this
growth will continue at a rapid pace
for some time. And if you feel that
you're being inundated with spam
e-mails, you are correct:

e Sixty-two trillion spam e-mails
are sent every year, contributing
greenhouse gases equivalent to
2 billion gallons of gasoline.

4. Printers are going green. Printers are
taking all sorts of measures to green up
their operations — everything from the
power they use to refining manufactur-

ing processes to recycling waste. They
are recycling solvents, paper waste

and aluminum. They are improving
processes to reduce spillage and waste.
They are using vegetable-based inks vs.
the old petroleum-based inks. And the
list goes on.

Naturally, since this newsletter is
produced by Johnson Press of America,
it should be mentioned that we have
taken our green commitment very
seriously, and we have implemented
dozens of new programs to reduce our

environmental impact. For example,
we have made a considerable invest-
ment in our heating and cooling sys-
tem, which reduced our natural gas
use by 80 percent. For a full list of
our green measures, please visit
www.jpapontiac.com.
5. One final fact to report. A 2009 study
done in Sweden compared the environ-
mental impact of reading a newspaper
for 30 minutes online vs. reading a
printed edition. The environmental
impact was the same in both cases.

At least now you’ll have some
solid facts to share in defense of our
magazine publishing industry that is
so often maligned. Education is, after
all, the best remedy for those who are
misinformed.








